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If you've always wanted to garden with native plants, this book is for you. With entries for nearly 700

species of native trees, shrubs, vines, ferns, grasses, and wildflowers from the northeastern quarter

of the U.S. and eastern Canada, its comprehensive horticultural coverage is unsurpassed by any

other single volume. The natural ranges of many of the plants discussed extend beyond the

Northeast; the information on horticultural uses applies to any garden. Each plant description

includes information about cultivation and propagation, ranges, and hardiness. An appendix

recommends particular plants for difficult situations, as well as attracting butterflies, hummingbirds,

and other wildlife. Illustrated throughout with color photographs.
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Just giving attention to plants with showy flowers is one reason why we don't know enough about

natives. Even some experts could use retraining on the subject. For example, one respected source

lists as natives tatarian honeysuckle, purple loosestrife, and multiflora rose. In fact, these three

non-natives are good at taking over a place and chasing out the real natives.To know natives better,

it's important to start with a good definition. Author Donald J Leopold gives a clear definition. Natives

are the plants naturally occurring in the United States before European settlers showed up. It's a

good definition, because a record goes with it. Early artists, settlers, scientists and visitors left us

with drawings and writings on what they found and what they brought with them.Then it's important

to know the big picture of where we are and what tends to grow there. For natives are part of wider



natural communities of green things, bugs, birds, and animals filling up the same space over the

same time. NATIVE PLANTS OF THE NORTHEAST is about those natural communities east of the

Mississippi River. That part of North America hosts eleven such communities. From south to north,

those communities are southeast pine, riverbottom cypress-tupelo-sweet gum, oak-pine,

oak-hickory, northeast hardwood, transition pine-aspen, mixed, acadian, boreal, and subarctic

forests; and tall grasslands.As a girl of the oak-hickory forests, I know my native trees. They are

American beech; American chestnut; bitternut and shagbark hickory; black, northern red and white

oak; eastern hophornbeam; eastern redbud; flowering dogwood; pawpaw; serviceberry; and

spicebush.In addition, wetlands take up about 5-10% of each state.
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